Bark and Trunks
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Shortleaf pine (Pinus echinata). Platy bark, similar to loblolly but not as deeply furrowed.
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RESIN holes are excellent indicator

Virginia Pine (Pinus virginiana):  chippy bark, usually with orange tones.  The trunk is scrappy, with many broken off lower limbs.
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Table Mountain Pine (Pinus pungens):  somewhat scaly bark, in longer sections than Virginia Pine.  The distinctive cones are persistent, for easy ID.

White Pine (Pinus strobus):  smoother bark than the other pines.  Branches occur in whorls around the trunk, with each whorl indicating a year of growth. 

Pitch Pine (Pinus rigida): epicormic needles (needles growing straight out of the trunk) are the best indicator.

All photos by Jay Pakchar, taken in Tallulah Gorge 
