
 

 

46th Annual Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage 

May 8-10, 2015 

Dahlonega, Lumpkin County, Georgia 

 

The Georgia Botanical Society’s 46th Annual Wildflower Pilgrimage features the 
spectacular beauty of  north Georgia mountains. The host city of  Dahlonega is located close 
to the boundary between the Piedmont and Blue Ridge ecoregions. Most of  the field trips 
will be in the Blue Ridge ecoregion, north of  Dahlonega. Many of  the locations we visit are 
part of  the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest, which has an area of  866,468 acres, 
with 2,200 miles of  rivers and streams, and 1,600 miles of  winding roads. In addition to the 
Chattooga River and the headwaters of  the Chattahoochee River, the forest includes the 
beginning of  the 2,174-mile Appalachian Trail, Georgia's highpoint - Brasstown Bald - and 
many beautiful waterfalls.  Some of  the ten national wilderness areas in the forest will be 
visited during the pilgrimage: Blood Mountain, Raven Cliffs.  

Pilgrimage Schedule 

Friday, May 8 

Saturday, May 9 

Sunday, May 10 

7:30 am-8:15 am 

8:30 am  

1:00 pm  

4:30 pm-5:00 pm 

7:00 pm-8:30 pm 

8:30 pm-10:00 pm 

 9:00 am-4:30 pm 
 
 
 6:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Early registration at Holiday Inn Express. 

Morning and full day field trips assemble at Holiday Inn Express parking area. 

Afternoon field trips assemble at Holiday Inn Express parking area. 

Field trips return to Holiday Inn Express. 

Banquet dinner at UNG Field View Banquet Hall. 

Evening program at UNG Field View Banquet Hall. 

 

Field trips assemble at Holiday Inn Express parking area at times indicated in 
descriptions for each field trip. 
 
Registration and social at Lumpkin County Parks and Recreation Center. 

8:30 am 

 

Field trips assemble at Holiday Inn Express parking area. 
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Background 

 The historic city of  Dahlonega will be the headquarters for the 46th Spring 
Wildflower Pilgrimage.  Dahlonega was the site of  America’s first major gold rush and is a 
city with many flavors, in addition to history – a college town (The University of  North 
Georgia), a tourist destination, a famed music venue, the heart of  Georgia’s wine country, 
and a military town (Camp Merrill). Despite these claims to fame, and the fact that 
Dahlonega is only 30 minutes from some of  Atlanta’s northern suburbs, the city has been 
able to retain a charming, small-town quality.  

 Located in the Dahlonega Gold Belt at the southern end of  the Blue Ridge Province, 
Dahlonega is the gateway to Georgia’s central mountains.  The Gold Museum in the heart 
of  the city is only 1,450 feet above sea level, but most of  our field trips will be north of  town 
and some will reach altitudes near 4,000 feet.   

       Field trips will begin Friday morning and run through most of  Sunday. Trips this 
year will include a variety of  habitats from mountain laurel and rhododendron crowded 
stream banks to blue-shrouded vistas of  high altitude granite outcrops.  Some of  the field 
trips will be to familiar places – Woody Gap, Lake Winfield Scott, Jarrard Gap, Sosebee 
Cove, and Dawson Forest.  Other trips may not be as well known, like a hike to the beautiful 
Raven Cliff  Falls.  The vast majority of  the field trips will be inside the Chattahoochee 
National Forest, Georgia’s largest collection of  public land. 

      Botanical highlights for the central mountains in early May should include pink lady's-
slipper, Cypripedium acaule; small and large yellow lady's-slippers, Cypripedium parviflorum var. 
parviflorum and var. pubescens; several mid-season trillium species, including the striking 
painted trillium, Trillium undulatum, and nodding mandarin, Prosartes maculata. More 
common species, such as may-apple, Podophyllum peltatum and wood-betony, Pedicularis 
canadensis, should be flowering in profusion. 

      Come join the Georgia Botanical Society as we explore 
the botanical wonders and scenic grandeur of  the North 
Georgia mountains during our 2015 Spring Wildflower 
Pilgrimage! 

 Plan to participate in as many activities as possible to 
experience the grandeur of  the mountains and the unique 
natural communities. By the end of  the weekend, you will 
have not only have enjoyed the botanizing in the Blue Ridge 
ecoregion, but you will have been entranced by the 
spectacular scenery along the way.  

Pedicularis canadensis (wood betony) 
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BotSoc Pilgrimage T-shirts 

All profits from the sales of these t-shirts are designated for the Marie Mellinger Field Botany Research 

Grant Fund. This is a special “limited edition” shirt. Be sure to place your order by the deadline of April 4, 

2015 T-shirts are produced based only on the orders received. If you want to receive your shirt prior to the 

Pilgrimage or will be unable to attend the Pilgrimage, there is a shipping charge of $5.00 for the first shirt 

and $1.50 for each additional. 

Color on all styles is Indigo (blue), except women’s cut short sleeve is Light Blue. Prices and sizes are as 

follows: 

Short sleeve T shirt (both unisex and women’s cut  
available) 

sizes S, M, L, XL are $15.00 

size XXL is $17.00 

size XXXL is $18.00 

Long sleeve T shirt (unisex only) 

sizes S, M, L, XL are $17.50 

size XXL is $19.50 

size XXXL is 20.50 

Sweatshirt 

sizes S, M, L, XL are $19.00 

size XXL is $21.00 

size XXXL is $22.00 

Where the Mountains Meet the Foothills:  Geology and Natural Communities Near 
the Blue Ridge Escarpment 
 
The Blue Ridge escarpment is one of  the most dramatic topographic features in Georgia.  To 
its north are the high peaks of  the Blue Ridge ecoregion, while to its south are the rolling 
hills of  the Piedmont region.  In this talk, Bill Witherspoon, co-author of  The Roadside 
Geology of  Georgia, and Leslie Edwards, co-author of  The Natural Communities of  Georgia, 
will describe the fascinating geology of  the region and how it provides the underpinnings of  
the natural communities here.  They will reference many of  the pilgrimage field trip sites in 
their talk, to provide an even richer context for your experiences here.  Book signing to 
follow. 

Evening program 



 

4 Pilgrimage Information 

Locations: 

Holiday Inn Express ($129) 

835 S. Chestatee Street 

Dahlonega, GA 30533 

Telephone: 706-867-7777 
   

Directions: 

From metro Atlanta, take US 19/GA 400. Days Inn and Holiday Inn Express are on the right as you enter 
Dahlonega. From other locations, use your favorite internet map program such as Google Maps or 
MapQuest.  

Lodging/Camping: 

We have blocked rooms at three hotels in Dahlonega. Holiday Inn Express and Days Inn are adjacent to 
each other and south of the city center, while Quality Inn is 1.6 miles away to the north of the city center.  
While we have no designated headquarters hotel, field trips will depart from the Holiday Inn Express 
parking lot. Call hotels directly for reservations and provide the name of the block, which is GA Botanical 
Pilgrimage. Alternative accommodation is limited, so we suggest you book early. Block bookings with 
special rates will be released 30 days before the pilgrimage. 

 

All hotels include breakfast: full breakfast at Holiday Inn Express and continental breakfast for Days Inn 
and Quality Inn. All hotel rooms have a small refrigerator and free wireless internet access.  

 

Camping and cabins are available at Chattahoochee National Forest. Reservations are recommended (770-
297-3000).  There are also private camp sites:  Foothills Campground (706-867-9979) is 6 miles east of 
Dahlonega and R-Ranch in the Mountains is 9 miles north of Dahlonega (706-864-6444).   

Quality Inn ($80) 
619 Grove St N  

Dahlonega, GA 30533 

Telephone: 706-864-6191 

Days Inn ($75) 
833 S. Chestatee Street 

Dahlonega, GA 30533 

Telephone: 706-864-2338 

Friday Social hour will be held at the Lumpkin County Parks and Recreation Center at 365 Riley Rd, 
Dahlonega, which is less than a mile from Holiday Inn and Days Inn hotels. Botanical books will be on 
display; some will be available for sale; some may be signed by authors who are present. Bring your own 
favorite field guides and reference books for others to examine. Thomas Peters, our 2014 Marie Mellinger 
Grant recipient, will be there to discuss his project on river cane. No alcohol is allowed on the premises.  

 

Saturday evening banquet and presentation will be held at University of North Georgia Field View Banquet 
Hall, 404 Georgia Circle, Dahlonega.  Park in Lot 30, which is catty corner from the banquet hall on 
intersection with West Main St. The banquet buffet includes a choice of 2 meats, vegetables, salad bar, tea/
coffee, and dessert. Beverages (wine, beer, and soft drinks) will be available for purchase at the wine bar. 
The evening program begins shortly after dinner. 

If  you are willing to bring hors d’oeuvre or soft drinks for the Friday social, 
please contact Heather Brasell at 229-339-3966 or heather.brasell@gmail.com . 



 

5 General Information 

What to Bring: 

As with all BotSoc field trips, please 
bring enough water for your whole trip, 
lunch or snacks as appropriate, camera, 
hand lens, binoculars, field guides, 
sunscreen and bug spray. You may also 
wish to bring a jacket or rain gear, 
depending on the weather. If you are 
taking a canoe trip, have a dry sack or 
water resistant bag to protect your 
personal items.   
 
If you are going from a canoe or field trip 
to another event, you may wish to bring 
a change of clothes or a change of shoes 
and socks and a sweater.  
 
  

Carpooling: 

Your pilgrimage packet will contain your name tag and some important information about field trips. Please 
pick up your packet as early as possible. It will be available at the Friday evening social. If you are not 
attending the social, you may pick up your packet from the coffee table in the Holiday Inn Express lobby on 
Saturday before 8:15 am, when the field trips gather for departure.  
 
 
Please carpool as much as possible on all field trips. Some venues have limited parking spaces and we are not 
the only visitors. In addition, we always try to limit the number of cars we bring to sensitive locations. If 
you have made arrangements to go with different carpools for morning and afternoon trips, be sure you can 
get to the rendezvous spot in time for the afternoon trip. BotSoc cannot arrange shuttles if you are stranded.  
 
All of the roadside botanizing trips will require carpooling because there are few “pull off’ areas on the 
roadside with ditches. Please follow your leaders’ directions. If you are meeting the leader for your field trip 
at the trip’s beginning (or the trailhead), please let the leader know in advance that you will not be meeting 
the group at the Holiday Inn Express parking lot. 
 

When You Arrive: 



 

6 Pre-Pilgrimage Trip: Len Foote Hike Inn 

An optional addition to your pilgrimage experience is an overnight trip the day before (Thursday, May 7th) 

at the Len Foote Hike Inn in Amicalola Falls State Park. Return to parking area should be on Friday by 

lunch although you may take a slower pace if you wish. The trip leader is Jane Trentin. 

 

Meet at the Visitors Center at Amicalola Falls State Park at 10 a.m. if you want to do the Creek Trail to see 

native azaleas in bloom and the stairs by the waterfalls to see spring ephemerals. Otherwise, meet at the 

Hike Inn parking lot at 11:15 a.m. to start the hike to the Hike Inn via the Hike Inn trail. 

 

This is an overnight trip. We will be walking through deciduous forest on a well-maintained hiking trail 

from the State Park to the Len Foote Hike Inn, a rustic lodge on the ridgeline of Frosty Mountain. The 

highlight of this trail in early May should be the large stand of pink ladies slippers.  We will also see many 

other spring wildflowers, perhaps some blooming trees and a lush stand of lycopodium.  On the hike out, 

we will take the slightly longer Approach Trail, where we should see mayapples in bloom.  Five rooms 

have been reserved for our group. The rate for two persons in a room with single bunk beds will be 

$156.40.  For one person in a room, the rate will be $107.64.  These rates include two meals served family 

style in the dining hall: dinner on Thursday evening and breakfast on Friday morning.  For a nominal fee, 

you may request a sack lunch for your hike out.  We will stop on the trail on our hike in to have lunches 

that we will have brought with us.  The Hike Inn supplies all linens, soap, shampoo and towels in the 

bathrooms, which have hot showers.  This is the way to spend two consecutive days hiking without having 

to carry a heavy backpack and pitch a tent! You need to carry only your spare clothes and personal items. 

Register for your stay at the Hike Inn through reservations@hike-inn.com or by calling 1-800-581-8032. 

Jane Trentin is a member of BotSoc, GNPS, and GATC, which maintains both trails 

we will be using. As a volunteer, she removes invasive plants on the waterfall trail, a 

section of the Approach Trail and around the Hike Inn. 770 598-5291 (cell).  

tel:770%20598-5291


 

7 Trip 1: Roadside Botanizing, Cooper Gap to Springer Mountain 

Date: 

Location: 

Friday, full day 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Meet the trip leaders at the Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 9:00 am.  We will carpool to Cooper Gap.  Maps 
will be available at the hotel to provide directions and show the route from the hotel to Cooper Gap for any who 
need them.  

 

This trip is limited to 10 cars, 30-35 people.  We will travel to Cooper Gap, where the Appalachian Trail 
crosses Forest Service Road 42 (FS 42).  At Cooper Gap we should see Eastern columbine, Aquilegia canadensis, 
along with other spring ephemerals.  We will follow FS 42 for approximately 10 miles to the base of Springer 
Mountain.  FS 42 is one of Georgia’s best high elevation (for Georgia, anyway) gravel roads and we will be 
above 3,000 feet for most of the drive. The trip will be at a leisurely pace, with stops at pre-selected sites, as well 
as anything that looks like a good place for wildflowers.  We will cross the Appalachian Trail as many as three 
times and the Benton MacKaye Trail once.  Pink lady’s slippers, spotted mandarin, and large patches of may-
apple are likely wildflowers along the road.  We will return by way of Winding Stair Gap Road and GA 52. 

 

Rich Reaves, environmental consultant, 770-827-5186 (cell) and Hal Massie, 478-957-6095 (cell) 

Trip 2: Chattahoochee Headwaters 

Date: 
Location: 

Friday, full day, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Meet leaders at the Chattahoochee Wildlife Management Area Check Station at 9:00 am; if you plan to attend 
the trip, please advise the trip leaders in advance via email: mbrod@fs.fed.us or floraunlimited@gmail.com, or 
the cell #s provided below.  

Drive time from Dahlonega to Chattahoochee WMA Check Station is approximately 45 minutes (30 miles). 

 

Participants will experience a variety of unique “mesic cove” plant communities along the headwaters of the 
Chattahoochee River. We will explore and discuss the area surrounding the origin of one of the most prominent 
rivers in Georgia and significant features ranging from the landscape as a whole to its individual inhabitants. 
Ethnobotanical information will be dispensed liberally, along with plenty of native lore, and local history.  

 

Participants should plan to bring food, water and sturdy hiking boots.  Hiking will not exceed 2 miles, 
depending on time.  The field trip will conclude no later than 2 pm. 

 

Mike Brod is the Wildlife Biologist on the Chattooga River District of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National 
Forest (cell 706-212-8012). Carrie Radcliffe is a botanist, conservation biologist, herbalist, and horticulturist 
who works independently and collaboratively with Atlanta Botanical Garden, BotanoLogos School of Herbal 
Studies, Georgia DNR and the Georgia Plant Conservation Alliance (cell 706-247-6866).  

  

Trip 3: The Other Side of  Slaughter Mountain 

Date: 
Location: 

Friday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

Meet leader in Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 1:00 pm  

 

From Wolf Pen Gap on Rte 180, ascend gradually 1 mile through a mixed 
hardwood forest on an old roadbed. Our destination is a north-facing drainage 
which resembles (or may be) a small boulder field. Expect to see Lonicera canadensis, 
saxifrages such as brook lettuce, Trillium simile, and masses of Veratrum viride. 
Trees include buckeye and yellow birch. Wet shoes may be needed. 2 miles total. 

 

Jan Stansell, 678-897-7528 (cell) 

Description: 

Leaders: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Leaders: 
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Trip 5: Raven Cliff  Falls 

Date: 
Location: 

Trip 6: Dahlonega Gold Mine 

Date: 
Location: 

Friday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Meet leader at Consolidated Gold Mine parking lot by 12:45 pm. The mine is 0.6 miles east of Dahlonega’s 
central square, just east of the intersection of E. Main St. (Bus. US 19) and US 19, and just south of (and 
underneath!) Walmart parking area. At about 3:00 pm we will caravan to the public parking two blocks 
southeast of the central square in Dahlonega. The program continues at 3:30 pm at the Gold Museum (1836 
courthouse building) in the square.  
 

Trip Limit - 20. $18 cost, paid with registration, includes admission to mine and museum. Easy to moderate 

walking includes stairs. 

See what lies beneath the habitats of the foothills in the pilgrimage’s only plant-free experience. Tour the early 

20th-century gold mine underground and practice panning for gold. At the museum, explore the story of 

Georgia’s “29er’s” and the nation’s first gold rush. The leader will give a slide lecture on the origins of the gold 

in a volcanic island chain that became welded to North America more than 400 million years ago and was later 

buried miles underground in the collision of continents that made Pangaea. 

Geologist Dr. Bill Witherspoon is co-author of Roadside Geology of Georgia. He taught K-12 students and their 

teachers for 17 years at Fernbank Science Center, and is a keynote speaker at this year’s banquet. Email 

bill@georgiarocks.us, or 678-596-6697 cell (day of the trip only)   

Friday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Meet at the Holiday Inn Express parking lot at noon to organize into carpools.  Raven Cliff Falls is near Helen, 
GA.  It takes about 45 minutes to get there from Dahlonega.   

 

Round trip hike is 4.9 miles in/out and about 2 ½ hours.  The vertical rise is 700 feet and the difficulty rating is 
“moderate.”  Restrooms are available in the parking area.  The trail follows Dodd Creek, providing 
opportunities to view riparian vegetation.  The understory contains the typical Ericaceous plants of the region, 
but the occasional lady slipper may also be seen.  The canopy is composed of a mix of trees, including hemlock, 
white pine, birch, maple, tulip poplar and maple.  Bring water (and snacks if you tend to get peckish).    

 

Ashlee McCaskill is Assc. Professor of Plant Biology, University of North Georgia, 607-279–5527 (cell) 

Trip 4: Sosebee Cove 

Date: 
Location: 

Friday, afternoon, 12:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

Meet leader in Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 1:00 pm  

 

Limited to 20 attendees. Conditions: Walking, easy. Sosebee Cove Scenic Area is a 175 acre tract, part of the 
Coosa  Backcountry Scenic Area and contained within the Chattahoochee National Forest.  It is one of the 
botanical wonders in our state and is a memorial to Ranger Arthur Woody (the ‘Barefoot Ranger’) who loved 
this peaceful cove and negotiated its purchase for the USFS.  A double loop trail will take us on a grand tour 
through the forest.  Distance is less than ½ mile.  We will see the state champion yellow buckeye (Aesculus flava) 
plus many large second growth yellow-poplar (Liriodendron tulipifera) trees.  In the forest we should see several 
trillium species – Trillium simile, Trillium grandiflorum, and Trillium cuneatum; hopefully, showy orchis (Galearis 
spectabilis) will have a few flowers remaining; dwarf crested iris (Iris cristata);  mayapple (Podophyllum peltatum); 
wild geranium (Geranium maculatum); sweet cicely (Myrrhis odorata); and much more.  BotSoc has an annual 
work party to exterminate a very aggressive invasive from the Cove and we may see that area.  Fig buttercup 
or lesser celandine (Ranunculus ficaria), was spotted here a few years ago.  Time permitting, we will explore the 
roadside across from the Cove entrance.  Estimated drive time is about 45 minutes from Dahlonega.  For those 
interested, there is a YouTube video on Sosebee Cove at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=CWoaVkWp1Ik&x-yt-ts=1421914688 

Maureen Donohue, plant enthusiast, plant rescuer, and organic gardener, 770-990-7756 (cell) Leader: 

Description: 

Description: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Leader: 

mailto:bill@georgiarocks.us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWoaVkWp1Ik&x-yt-ts=1421914688
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWoaVkWp1Ik&x-yt-ts=1421914688
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Trip 8: Cooper Gap 

Trip 9: Anna Ruby Falls 

Date: 
Location: 

Saturday, morning, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Meet at the Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 8:30 am to caravan from Dahlonega through Unicoi State Park 
(no fee required) to the Anna Ruby Falls Visitor Center, which is outside the Park.  A $3 user fee is required for 
the Anna Ruby Falls Recreation Area unless you possess a Senior Pass (Golden Age) for National Parks and 
Federal Recreational Lands.  Let’s try to carpool to the maximum. It is about a 45 minute drive.  
 
Curtis and York Creeks form the twin falls as they climax their steep run down Tray Mountain (Georgia’s 6th 
highest peak).  Curtis Creek Falls drops about 153 feet and York Creek about 50 feet to form Smith’s Creek, 
which flows into Unicoi Lake.  We can botanize along the ½ mile paved trail en route to and returning from the 
Falls and should be able to spend about 2 hours in the 1600 acre Recreation Area.  Walking is easy. Facilities 
are available at Anna Ruby Falls Visitor Center.  Please look at the YouTube video that describes the area.: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JcNVGYIyh8&x-yt-ts=1421914688&x-yt-cl=84503534 

Ed McDowell, 478-396-8901 (cell) 

Friday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm 
Meet at Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 1:00 pm to arrange carpooling. Some of the travel will be on Forest 
Service roads, so overly 'tender' vehicles may not be practical.  
 

This walk follows the Appalachian Trail from Cooper Gap north to the section between Justus Creek and 
Blackwell Creek.  The area between these creeks is botanically rich for spring ephemerals and for ferns and will 
be a week (or maybe two) later in the season than lower elevations. So if you missed earlier wildflowers at lower 
elevations, this will be a chance to catch a re-run. We will drive about 16 miles (about 45 min) west of 
Dahlonega to Cooper Gap on FS road 42. The trail section of interest is north on the AT about 3 miles from 
where we will park.  The first 1/2 mile to 1 mile of hiking is somewhat rugged uphill.  After that it’s only 
typical AT style climbing (up and down, then back up).  Bring water and we will snack on the trail.   

 

Elliott Horner, 678-249-8856 (cell) 

Trip 7: Chestatee River 

Date: 
Location: 

Friday, full day, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

We will meet at the Appalachian Outfitters Outpost on Highway 60 near Dahlonega at 10:00 am.  There is a 
small shuttle fee. Bring your own boat or rent canoes and kayaks from the outfitters.  As soon as you arrive at 
the outfitters, unload all of your gear, arrange and pay for shuttle, park your car at the take out, and take the 
shuttle back to the outfitters. If you would like more information on rentals or to reserve a canoe or kayak 
please call Appalachian Outfitters at 1-800-426-7117 (www.canoegeorgia.com).  We will gather in front of the 
outfitters building at 10:30 am for safety briefing and head count. 

 

A very leisurely float on the beautiful Chestatee River, which flows out of the mountains north of Dahlonega 
into the Chattahoochee.  This is an easy 6.3 mile float punctuated with several very mild rapids. Paddle past 
banks covered with rhododendron and mountain laurel, ferns, and wildflowers, river birch, oaks, and sycamores 
tower overhead, draped with muscadine, Virginia creeper, and cross vine.  We will stop often along the way as 
interesting flora presents itself. Sheer cliffs slip into currents that flow around the remains of old gold mining 
operations. We will stop at Big Bend Beach for a picnic lunch and perhaps a swim. This river is more beautiful 
than the gold beneath its waters.  

 

Difficulty:  Suitable for beginners with some experience on rivers.  Class 1.5 

Restrooms and changing rooms are available at Appalachian Outfitters Outpost and the take out. Bring lunch, 
snacks, sunscreen, hat, rain gear, and water. Camera, binoculars, and hand lens are recommended. Bring a day 
pack or other bag and also a waterproof container or bag for your valuables. 

 

Jerry Hightower, jerryhightower@hotmail.com or 770-206-0338  

Leader: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Date: 
Location: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9JcNVGYIyh8&x-yt-ts=1421914688&x-yt-cl=84503534
tel:678-249-8856
http://www.canoegeorgia.com
mailto:jerryhightower@hotmail.com
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Trip 13: Doublehead Gap Motorcade 

Saturday, full day, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Meet leader at Holiday Inn Express parking lot to leave at 8:30 am to arrange carpooling due to limited “pull 
off” parking areas.  Trip Limit: 5 cars/20 people. 

 

The motorcade will cover nearly 50 total road miles, with stops for roadside botanizing on Forest Service 
Roads.  First we go up Grassy Gap Road on north side of Dahlonega to see witch hobble (Fothergilla sp.), then 
join Cooper Gap Road with stops to see wild lily-of-the-valley and several trilliums.  The loop continues along 
the north slopes of Springer Mountain to Doublehead Gap Road to see dwarf ginseng (Panax trifolius), then up 
through hemlock and silverbell forest along Noontootlah Creek where the peculiar hornwort (Megaceros 
aenigmaticus) and painted trillium can be seen. There will be short excursions from cars on steep to easy slopes.  
Bring lunch and snacks, wear sturdy shoes, and expect some bush-whacking and a wide variety of spring flora! 

  

Tom Patrick, 706-476-4541 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Leader: 

Date: 
Location: 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Trip 12: Sosebee Cove 

Saturday, morning, 8:30 am to lunch 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot to leave at 8:30 am.  We will carpool to the site, since parking is 
somewhat limited.  

 

Limited to 20 attendees. See description for trip #4.   

 

Ellen Honeycutt, 678-576-5667 (cell) 

Saturday, morning, 8:30 am to lunch 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot to leave at 8:30 am.  We will carpool to the site, since parking is 
somewhat limited.  

Trip limit - 20 participants. We will walk the trail to the lower falls and to Desoto Falls.   The trails will be a 
total of 2.5 miles with little elevation gain on easy surfaces.  My plant list for this same time in 2003 runs to 
three pages in my field book.  There are a number of tree species along the streams as well as dog hobble 
(Leucothoe fontanesiana) and maple leaf viburnum (Viburnum acerifolium).  This area may have suffered from the 
woolly adelgid attacking hemlocks.  The herb layer is typical of mountain areas with Indian cucumber root 
(Mediola virginiana), spring beauty (Claytonia virginica), foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia), bluets (Houstonia 
caerulea), solomon seal (Polygonatum biflorum), solomon plume (Maianthemum racemosum).  There should also be 
Catesby’s trillium (Trillium catesbaei), sweet white trillium (Trillium simile), and possibly lily leaved twayblade 
(Liparis lilifolia), if we can find it.  These are just the highlights. 

 

Carol and Hugh Nourse,  706-340-1765 (cell) 

Trip 10: DeSoto Falls 

Leaders: 

Trip 11: Woody Gap 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Saturday, morning, 8:30 am to lunch 

Meet at the Holiday Inn Express parking lot to arrange carpools. 

 

We will explore the Appalachian Trail in both directions from the Woody Gap parking area. We will start out 
going southwest along the trail for approximately 1 mile and then return to the parking area for lunch – 
roughly at noon. There are facilities in the parking area. After lunch we will proceed to the northeast toward 
Jacob’s Knob (FT #18). Again, the plan is to traverse approximately 1 mile before returning. 

In the course of our travels we will see the plant communities that occur on slopes facing almost all directions, 
ranging from almost due south to almost due north. In addition to identifying as many of the plants as possible 
along the walk, we will observe the differences in the plant communities resulting from those different light and 
moisture regimes.  

Rich Reaves, environmental consultant, 770-827-5186 (cell) Leader: 
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Date: 

Location: 

Leader: 

Trip 14: Freeman Trail, Blood Mountain 

Date: 
Location: 

Trip 15: Big Cedar Mountain, Woody Gap 

Date: 
Location: 

Saturday, full day, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Meet leader at Woody Gap at 10:00 am; from Dahlonega take GA-9 about 8.4 mi N, take a slight left onto GA-
60,  go an additional 5.4 mi and the parking area for the AT at Woody Gap is on the right. 

 

Trip Limit - 14 attendees. We will walk the AT north from Woody Gap to the summit of Big Cedar 
Mountain (about a 2 mile hike, and  a 900 ft climb). Our main interest will be the montane basic hardwood - 
(red-cedar) woodlands on the summit and associated Appalachian low-elevation granitic dome vegetation. 
These are open, basic plant associations with a number of interesting species such as eastern red-cedar 
(Juniperus virginiana), shrubby St Johnswort (Hypericum prolificum), wafer ash (Ptelea trifoliata) and many others 
associated with this unusual habitat that also offers spectacular views of the surrounding Blue Ridge. If time 
permits we will also explore rich montane oak – hickory forests that will have showy spring ephemerals.  

 Trip will arrive back at the parking area by 3:30 pm so that participants can be back in Dahlonega by 4:00 pm. 

 

 Tom Govus is an independent Botanist/Vegetation Ecologist, 706-669-1491 (cell)   

Description: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Saturday, full day, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Meet leader in Holiday Inn Express parking lot to leave at 8:30 am to arrange carpooling due to congested 
parking. 

 

Trip Limit - 12 attendees.  (USFS  sets  limit of 12 in Wilderness Areas).  This is a strenuous hike of 
approximately 7 miles and is best suited for those more interested in seeing the area than studying  individual 
plant specimens.    

The route begins and ends at the Byron Herbert Reese parking lot.  Expect to see many of the usual spring 
flowering plants, including sarsaparilla, lily of the valley, painted trillium and perhaps yellow lady slipper.    In 
addition, a visit to a restored hiker shelter originally built by the CCC.  Great views weather permitting.   
Sturdy shoes or boots are highly recommended.  
 
Eddi Minche, wanderer, 678-313-2582 (cell) 

Trip 16: Lake Winfield Scott 

Saturday, full day, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot. 

 

Trip limit - 15 attendees. This is a 6 mile moderately strenuous hike 
with 2.5 miles on the Slaughter Gap trail (mostly uphill), 2.5 miles on 
the Appalachian Trail (mostly level), and 1 mile on the Jarrard Gap 
trail (mostly downhill). We will hike through several habitats 
including cove forest, ridge forest, and oak-pine-heath forest, seeing a 
diversity of wildflowers.  Because of the length of the hike, we will 
move faster with fewer plant ID stops than a typical Bot Soc walk.  

Bring lunch and water.    

 

Linda Chafin is Conservation Botanist at State Botanical Garden of 
Georgia, 706-548-1697 (cell) 

Painted trillium (Trillium undulatum) 
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Date: 
Location: 

Trip 17: Dawson Forest Ferns and Natural Communities Workshop  

Trip 19: Woody Gap 

Saturday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Meet at the Woody Gap parking area. 
 

This is the afternoon section of the morning field trip #11 (it is not required to attend #11 as well). We will 
explore the Appalachian Trail northeast from the parking area toward Jacob’s Knob. The walk is approximately 
1 mile then we will return to the parking area. 

 

In the course of our travels we will see the plant communities that occur on slopes facing almost all directions, 
ranging from almost due south to almost due north. In addition to identifying as many of the plants as possible 
along the walk, we will observe the differences in the plant communities resulting from those different light and 
moisture regimes.  

 

Rich Reaves, environmental consultant, 770-827-5186 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leaders: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Trip 18: Chestatee River 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Saturday, full day, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
We will meet at the Appalachian Outfitters Outpost on Highway 60 near 
Dahlonega at 10:00 am.   
  
See description for trip #7. 

 

Jerry Hightower, jerryhightower@hotmail.com or 770-206-0338  (cell) 

Saturday , full day, 8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
Meet at the Holiday Inn Express at 8:30 am, where we will have a brief informational session in the breakfast 
room, before travelling to the Amicalola Creek parking area on Hwy 53.  
 

Dawson Forest has a broad range of natural communities, from fire-driven woodlands to moist seepages to the 
rocky edges of the Amicalola River.  Eleven species of ferns grow in the five different natural communities here.  
We will identify each of the natural communities and their indicator species, and observe how the ferns in each 
natural community adapt to their environment.  We will also learn how to identify each of the ferns (in fairly 
young growth stages); parts of ferns; and their reproduction.  Of course, we’ll also look for spring wildflowers 
along the way!  The workshop will begin with a brief informational session and a review of hand-outs before we 
head over to Dawson Forest for the day.  Lunch will be on the rocks by the cascading river. 
 
Bring water, insect repellant, hand lens if you own one, and lunch to eat by the river. Walking is easy to 
moderate. No facilities available. 

 

 

Steve Bowling and Leslie Edwards, 404-915-9944 (cell) 

Trip 20: Raven Cliff  Falls 

Saturday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Meet at the Holiday Inn Express parking lot to organize into carpools.  Raven Cliff Falls is near Helen, GA.  It 
takes about 45 minutes to get there from Dahlonega.   
 
See field trip #5 

Ashlee McCaskill is Assc. Professor of Plant Biology, University of North Georgia, 607-279-5527  (cell) Leader: 

Description: 

Date: 
Location: 

mailto:jerryhightower@hotmail.com


 

13 Trip 21: Montgomery Creek Wade 

Saturday, afternoon, 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot. 

 

This walk will celebrate the "Leave no trace" ethic of hiking as well as measuring the fortitude of the 
waders.  Since we will wade, we will not "leave only footprints," we will not even leave footprints.  Since this 
hike is perfect for mid-summer, the spirit must be strong and your waders (or boots) must be water-tight.  On 
this two-part trip, we will first wade upstream into Penitentiary Cove, then time-permitting, we will hike 
downstream to a little-known waterfall on the West Fork of Montgomery Creek. This wade will be in a 
beautiful trout stream in the Etowah River drainage. The summer flora along the creek is well known so we 
will expand that and add spring blooming species.  Also, several interesting fungi have been seen here, such as 
the gelatinous stalked puffball.  Water-tight boots or waders will be needed and a walking staff/hiking pole 
useful.  Dry clothes in your car might be good as well.  Who knows what wildflowers we might see, but we will 
definitely stay cool doing it! 

 

 Elliott Horner, 678-249-8856 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Leader: 

Trip 22: Woody Gap, Chestatee Overlook 

Sunday, morning, 8:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot.  
 
We will caravan up to the Chestatee Overlook, just below Woody Gap, where we will leave most of the 
vehicles.  Condensed in to as few vehicles as possible, we’ll drive the rest of the way to Woody Gap and walk 
down from there. 
 
This will be an exploratory trip on a little-known, and undesignated, trail between Woody Gap and the 
Chestatee Overlook.  We’ll see a huge population of wood-betony, Pedicularis canadensis, at our starting point in 
Woody Gap.  At the lower end of the trail, we should see pink lady’s-slippers, Cypripedium acaule.  The one 
thing I can guarantee (provided it isn’t raining or foggy) is that halfway through the walk we will visit a 
beautiful rock outcrop with spectacular views to the south and of Black Mountain and the Black Mountain fire 
tower to the southwest. The trail follows Cedar Ridge to the southeast from Woody Gap and is about 2 miles 
long.  We will have plenty of time to enjoy the view and explore the outcrop.  After a short, moderate uphill 
climb at the very beginning, the trail is easy and downhill for the rest of the hike. 
 
Hal Massie, 478-957-6095 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Description: 

Trip 23: Sosebee Cove  

Sunday, morning, 8:30 am to lunch 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot. 

 

Limited to 20 attendees. See field trip #4  

 

Ed McDowell, 478-396-8901 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Trip 24: The Other Side of  Slaughter Mountain 

Sunday, morning,, 8:30 am to lunch 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot. 

 

See field trip #3. 

 

Jan Stansell, 678-897-7528 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leader: 
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Sunday, morning, 8:30 am to lunch 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot to leave at 8:30 am.  

 

Trip limit - 20 participants. See field trip #10. 

 

Carol and Hugh Nourse,  706-340-1765 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Leaders: 

Trip 25: DeSoto Falls  

Date: 
Location: 

Trip 26: Jarrard Gap 

Sunday, morning, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Meet in the Holiday Inn Express parking lot. 

 

Lake Winfield Scott is located in Suches, GA on federal land.  From the lake, we will walk up the Jarrard Gap 
Trail for 1.2 mi to the Appalachian Trail.  Along the way there are many spring wildflowers, including 3 kinds 
of bellwort (Uvularia grandiflora, U. perfoliata + U. sessilifolia), pink and possibly yellow lady slippers 
(Cypripedium acaule + C. pubescens), 2 kinds of mandarin-yellow and spotted (Disporum lanuginosum + D. 
maculatum), sweet trillium and Vasey’s trillium (Trillium simile + T. vaseyi) We will also see big leaf magnolia 
(Magnolia macrophylla),  horsesugar (Symplocos tinctoria), yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis) and more. Total 
walking for the trip is ~ 2.5 miles. Wear sturdy walking shoes or boots.  The Jarrard Gap trail is rated easy to 
moderate, and we will stop to look at plants and anything else of interest. Walking poles are optional, but may 
be helpful as the trail is rocky in places. Bring water, a small pack, rain gear, wear comfortable walking shoes or 
boots and dress in layers. Remember that it rains frequently in the mountains. Optional items include hand 
lens, field guide, pen and paper, camera. Parking fee is $5 per vehicle or federal senior pass which reduces the 
cost to $2.50. Since this is the last field trip of the pilgrimage, you may wish to bring your lunch to eat on the 
Appalachian Trail or at a lakeside picnic table at Lake Winfield Scott, before you head home. 

 

Maureen Donohue, plant enthusiast, plant rescuer, and organic gardener, 770-990-7756 (cell) 

Description: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Trip 27: Chestatee River Bluffs 

Sunday, morning, 9:00 am to 11:30 am  

Meet leader at Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 8:45 am.    

  

Trip Limit - 10 cars/25 people. This is an easy walk along the base of steep bluffs along the Chestatee River 
beginning at the Hwy. 60/19 bridge south of Dahlonega.  Abundant spring flora, including mountain camellia 
(Stewartia ovata) and decumbent trillium (Trillium decumbens). Following this trip will be an optional trip to see 
witch hobble and other goodies along nearby Yahoola Creek with local naturalist Scott Lacey.   

 

Tom Patrick is botanist with Department of Natural Resources, 706-476-4541 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leader: 

Trip 28: Old Growth Trail, Cooper Creek 

Sunday, full day, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  

Meet leader at Holiday Inn Express parking lot at 8:30 am to carpool about 30 miles north to site.  

  

Enormous old white oaks and tuliptrees are the main attraction for this relatively easy walk on closed and 
abandoned Forest Service roads.  A little more than 2 miles round-trip walking. Bring: lunch, snacks, & water.  
Remember to dress for the weather & wear comfortable hiking shoes.  Dress in layers so that you can adjust to 
changes in the temperature & your activity level.  You may wish to bring hiking poles, binoculars, hand lens, 
notebook, & camera. 

 

Ben Cash, 706-968-3841 (cell) 

Date: 
Location: 

Description: 

Leader: 
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Field Trip Schedule at a Glance 

Field Trip Map 

Thurs  Fri AM Fri PM Sat AM Sat PM Sun AM Sun PM 

 1. Roadside Botanizing 11. Woody Gap 19. Woody Gap  22. Woody Gap/Chestatee Overlook   

 2. Chattahoochee Headwaters  9. Anna Ruby Falls 20. Raven Cliff Falls 23. Sosebee Cove  

 7. Chestatee River Canoe 10. DeSoto Falls 21. Montgomery 

Creek Wade 

24. Slaughter Mtn  

  3. Slaughter Mtn 12. Sosebee Cove  25. DeSoto Falls  

  4. Sosebee Cove 13. Doublehead Gap Motorcade 26. Jarrard Gap  

  5. Raven Cliff Falls 14. Freeman Trail/Blood Mountain 27. Chestatee River Bluffs  

  6. Dahlonega Gold 

Mine 

15. Big Cedar Mountain/Woody Gap 28. Old Growth Trail/Cooper Creek 

  8. Cooper Gap 16. Lake Winfield Scott  

17. Dawson Forest Pre Trip: Hike Inn   

  18. Chestatee River Canoe 
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