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Historic Kettle Creek Battlefield — Wilkes County
Saturday, May 10, 2014, 10 AM

Field Trip Leader: Joseph Harris, plant physiologist, Duke variety

Description: The 14-acre battlefield site includes 120-foot War Hill, two streams and a drainage.
Aged granite boulders are conspicuous. The site has been protected for nearly a hundred years
and undisturbed for nearly two hundred years. It is an ecologically diverse mixed hardwood
site. Spring flowers include butterfly pea, Indian pink, climbing milkweed, Trillium, Atamasco
lily, paw paw and many others. Mushrooms are common. The exploration will include about a
one-mile hike around the hill with clear north- and south-facing slope and full sun to deep
shade differences.

Following the hike, a military historian will describe the sequence of events and significance of
the 1779 battle, the only significant Patriot victory in Georgia. In addition, a geologist will
briefly review the geology of the immediate area. Lunch is possible at The Cafe of the
Fitzpatrick Hotel on the square in Washington, or bring your own. Picnic tables are available.

Since a major effort is underway to develop the battlefield area into a Revolutionary War park
and colonial settlement, tour guide items like a wildflower guide to War Hill would help
substantially. Educators and tourists would benefit appreciably and the Kettle Creek Battlefield
Association would help anyone interested.

Directions: The battlefield is between I-20 and US 78, off SR 44 and west of Washington. From
1-20, SR 22 to SR 44 is best. From US 78, use the map below. Meet at the battleground. Bring
lunch, snacks and water, and any equipment as you like: camera, hand lens, notebook, etc.

Walking difficulty is moderate, the trail is not surfaced. Contact: Joe Harris, jharriswafia@nu-
z.net, 706-678-2818 or 509 N. Alexander Ave., Washington, 30673.
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