
 

Christmas fern (Polystichum 
acrostichoides):  pinnae look like  
Christmas stockings or sleighs 

New York fern (Thelypteris 
novaboracensis):  �Burning 
candle at both ends.� 

Broad beech fern (Thelypteris 
hexagonoptera).  Triangle shape.  
Lowest 2 pinna at 45º angle 

Bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinum): 
Often bent parallel to ground.  Pinnules 
on upper ¼ of pinna differ from lower 
ones.  Ternately divided 

Southern lady fern (Athyrium 
felix-femina): Pinnae are 
serrated, giving a rather frilly 
look. Rachis often reddish. 
Lower rachis has scales. 

Northern maidenhair fern 
(Adiantum pedatum):  Fronds 
create a C shape; pinnules look
like feet with toes. 

Rattlesnake fern 
(Botrychium virginianum): 
very small and frilly. 

Fern Drawings:  Repeats from the First Workshop 


